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tical and strategical grounds, immediate action to consolidate
our political position at the head of the Persian Gulf. For
the moment, no definite decision was taken by the Cabinet,
but the situation was kept under constant review. Mean-
while, war with Turkey began to appear inevitable, Turkish
troops and guns arrived in Basra, and reports of Turkish
efforts to seduce the pro-British Sheikhs from their
allegiance began to reach India.
At the India Office, the Department of State which is
responsible to the Government for the execution of its
general policy with regard to India, the situation was regarded
without alarm. The Military Secretary expressed little
anxiety over the contingency of war with Turkey so long as it
did not develop into a " jihad," or religious war of Moham-
medan against Christian, in which case, he feared, serious
unrest was likely to occur among Mohammedans in India,
and in Egypt. Political opinion at the India Office con-
fidently expressed the view that a " jihad " could be averted
by preventing a Turko-Arab coalition—an object which, it
was thought, could be achieved by giving pro-British. Arabs
a plain sign that Great Britain would support them against
Turkish threats or inducements. In his appreciation of the
situation at this time, the Military Secretary at the India
Office opined that if this sign were to be effective it must be
given at once, without waiting for hostilities to open; there-
fore, he recommended secretly sending a force to the
Shatt-al-Arab with instructions to land on soil leased from
Persia, ostensibly for the strategical reason of protecting
the oilworks from tribal sabotage, but really for the political
value attaching to a demonstration of British readiness.
"What would have happened had this course been taken
is a matter for surmise; that war with Turkey would
have been averted, or that the subsequent course of events
would have been altered, is most unlikely. The appreciation
of the situation was read by the Secretaries of State for
India and for War, and the Cabinet so far concurred with
the views of the India Office that on September 26th a cable
was sent to the Viceroy warning him that a military demon-
stration at the head of the Persian Gulf might become
necessary. Fresh reports of attempts to detach Ibn Sa'ud
and the Sheikh of Mohammerah from British allegiance, and
of the despatch of Turko-German missions from Baghdad to
Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and the North West
Frontier to preach a "jihad/' to prophesy the coming
of the Turks, and to convince the Mohammedan world of the

